
becomes important. A friend of 

mine once said that from a dis-

tance his garden looked nice but 

over the years he had not paid 

close attention to what was being 

allowed in and what was going on 

around where his heart was 

planted. He had not been tending 

his garden regularly and when 

you got close you could see that 

some weeds and dead spots 

could be seen. A church home is 

a vital part of your gardening, and 

becoming a member of a church 

where you can find the tools and 

fellowship that promotes spiritual 

growth is important.. The parable 

of the seeds describes how you 

need fertile ground to grow spiri-

tually.  

If you seek spiritual growth and 

fellowship, and a  gardening cen-

ter come join us this Sunday.  

How planted are you spiritually? 

Is your garden a fertile ground 

for spiritual growth?  Where 

have you planted your heart?  

In the parable of the seeds Jesus 

explains the fate awaiting seeds 

which are sown. Generally this is 

a message about hearing the 

good news. However, it also 

corresponds to the seeds we 

sow in our lives each day.  

1. Some seeds fall off to the side 

and are taken away by birds. 

2. Some seeds fall onto stony 

ground, grow quickly, but then 

die just as quickly when things 

turn bad. 

3. Some fall among thorns and 

grow a bit, but then are choked 

off by the vines. 

4. Some fall onto fertile ground 

and produce growth.  

If we allow birds, weeds, and 

unfertile ground to enter into 

our gardens we do not promote 

our own spiritual growth.  The 

spiritual growth of the garden 

where our hearts are planted is 

important. How we tend our 

garden is a measure of our lives.   

The church plays a vital role in 

providing a fertile base for spiri-

tual growth. Your life is like a 

garden and tending its needs 

Moving out of the 

Christmas season, 

where our thoughts 

were on the birth of 

Jesus, nativity 

scenes, Christmas 

music, family visits, 

gifts, decoration, and 

eating too much.  

[Did I miss any-

thing?] Oh, yes: shop-

ping.  One of my fa-

vorite Christmas memories, 

believe it or not, was shop-

ping in Mexico.  I was work-

ing in Texas just before 

Christmas and crossed the 

border with some friends to 

Christmas shop.  I had a ball.  

Ask Ellen to show you a pic-

ture of her poncho.  

   Well, enough about me. As 

we begin the new year lets 

look at building memories 

that hone our spirit. Lets share 

the good word and news of 

Christ’s gift to the world. So, 

I have a challenge for you.  

As you begin each week seek 

out someone and invite them 

to worship with us. See if 

there is someone you can 

bring to church with you. You 

never know if the person next 

to you is seeking comfort, 

love and a relationship with 

God.   

What does your garden look 

like up close? 

How does your Garden Grow? 
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I M P O R T A N T  T O  

U S  

Meeting at: 

4045 Cloverdale Rd 

Sunday School: 9:30 AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 

For More Information contact  

Dave Russell at  

  849-9692 

or email  

erussell1983@sbcglobal.net 

 

Send Editorial Comments 

wedelde@aol.com  with Subj: 

MCN Comments 
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“So You Say 

You’ve Read 

Your Bible? 

Medway Christian 

Church 

“Helping People 

Find New Life In 

Jesus Christ”  

 

Bible Quizzler (By Larry Duncan) 

FYI (Family & Youth Initiatives)  

About Us (What Kind of Church is this?) 

A Christian Church: Our 

message is that "Jesus Christ is 

the Son of the living God."  

We require no other creed. 

He alone is Lord and Savior. 

A Church of Christ: The 

church belongs to Him. We 

have no authority to change 

the teachings, rewrite the 

rules, alter membership re-

quirements or usurp His au-

thority.  In the strictest sense, 

the church is not a democracy 

in which the vote of the people 

can overrule the commands of 

the Lord. 

A Non-denominational 

Church: While we choose to  

all those great bargains you 

missed at Christmas. For 

Questions call 845-0403. We 

look forward to seeing you!   

Pat Banaszak, Executive Di-

rector of FYI. 

_______________________ 

For those who want to con-

tact the Forbes family  

 2220 plantation tr. 

Bellbrook OH 45305 

Bnf34@netzero.com 

On January 16th, FYI, who 

runs the Women’s Network 

in this community, will hold 

it’s Annual Spaghetti Din-

ner & Auction. The new 

location will be at the 

Church Hall, 954 North 

Maple. Dinner will be from 

6PM-8PM with a live auc-

tion. Cost is only $8 Adults; 

$5 Children and a max of 

$25 per family. You can get 

PH: 937 825-0412 

things, What were they? 

5. In Nebuchadnezzar’s famous 

tree dream, who is symbolized 

by the majestic tree that is cut 

down? 

6. Daniel had a dream of four 

beasts rising out of the sea. 

What did they look like? 

7.Better get busy, next month 

there will be more questions. 

Answers will be published in the 

following months newsletter. The 

suggestion box will be out for you 

to put your answers in. I’ll keep 

track of who gets the most an-

swers correct each month. Even if 

you don't know all the answers 

please put in the ones you do know, 

that way I know if there is enough 

interest to continue. Don't be afraid 

to look up the answers. This is a 

teaching event designed to get us all 

into reading the Word. Finally, use 

a “Code Name” and I will announce 

at the Congregational meeting next 

year the overall winner and you can 

let us know who you are.  

HAVE FUN!  BET YA CAN’T 

GIT’EM ALL 

God Bless you all-this Year! 

1. Who told Pilate that a wor-

risome dream made it clear 

that he was to have nothing 

to do with Jesus. 

2. According to one Old Tes-

tament prophet, there will 

come a day when young 

men will see visions and old 

men will dream dreams. 

Which Prophet said this? 

3. Who repeats the words of 

this prophet in an early 

Christian Sermon? 

4. Joseph, Mary’s husband, was 

warned in dreams to do four 

Other Happenings 

Around the Area. 

 

FYI Italian Dinner 

6-8PM, 16 January 

2010 

 

associate with churches of like 

faith, we are not aligned with a 

specific governmental hierarchy 

or set of teachings. We seek 

unity with the scriptures as our 

only rule of faith, not the differ-

ences in opinion of other faiths. 

Our organizational structure 

follows the example set forth in 

the New Testament. We select 

our own leaders, call and sup-

port our minister, decide where 

the mission money will go, and in 

every way determine the pro-

gram of the church. 

A church seeking restoration: 

As much as possible, we Seek to 

imitate the New Testament   

church. That is why our baptism 

is by immersion, our communion 

is every Lord’s Day, our leaders 

are called elders, our preaching 

is about Christ and our prayers 

are in Christ’s name. 

An Apostolic Church: Ephe-

sians 2: 19, 20 states that the 

church was "built on the founda-

tion of the apostles and proph-

ets, with Christ Jesus himself as 

the chief cornerstone." What we 

know about Christ and the 

church we have learned through 

the teachings and writings of 

Jesus’ closest companions, the  

apostles. We want to build no 

other foundation than the one 

Cont. page 3 
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Christ intended.  

A thinking church: Christian faith 

demands the best a thinking mind 

can give. So we are a studying 

church, wanting to know what the 

Bible teaches and how we can apply 

it to our lives. We do not focus on 

what we are doing wrong, but un-

derstanding how to do it right. 

 A feeling church: We rejoice in 

the Lord, we praise and pray and 

love and serve from the heart. 

We are excited about our Lord and 

our service to him. We are not 

ashamed of the gospel, and we are 

not embarrassed to share our faith. 

A sharing church: Because of our 

excitement, we eagerly share the 

Good News with others. We also 

share our possessions. Our money, 

our talents and gifts, our lives be-

long to the Lord; we want to use 

everything we have to help His 

cause and be good neighbors to all 

we touch. 

A growing church: We want to 

grow numerically, because we are 

under God’s commission to reach 

the world. We want to grow spiri-

tually, because we know that we 

have not achieved all Christ wants 

of us. We want to grow as individu-

als, because our love for Christ 

compels us to develop and mature 

in our salvation.  

ñAsk, Seek, Knockò in Mathew 

7:7-8, Jesus says, 7"Ask and it 

will be given to you; seek and 

you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. 8For 

everyone who asks receives; he 

who seeks finds; and to him 

who knocks, the door will be 

opened.   

If you are looking come and 

join us for each in their own 

way is searching for the answers 

to big and small questions. 

Come share with us and experi-

ence the “How To Church”.  

Hope to see you soon.   

Russell Family...Family Problems 

Ruby Leadingham...Cancer 

Sue Lindeman...Hip Surgery 

Don/Karen Lindeman...Continuing/ 

Health Problems 

Ellen Russell...Health 

Jennifer Thornbury...After Surgery 

 

Continuing Prayer Concerns 

Ginger Brooks...Cancer 

Robert LeMaster...Cancer 

Forbes Family...Bryan’s Mother 

Thomas Jenkins ...Cancer 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Jan Jackson...Infection 

Kate Davis...Eyesight  Crisis 

Marlene Broerman...Cancer 

Todd Bodey...Blood Pressure 

Suzanne Strader...Cancer 

Marianne Young...Cancer 

John Arends...Help through Grief   

Andrea Griffin...Cancer 

McGinnis Family...Family Problems 

Kristy Talley...Cancer 

Barbra Elam...Cancer 

Ray Craig...Cancer 

Rebecca Bosenberg...Cancer 

Don, Pat Turner...Cancer 

Bettie Brunton...Cancer 

Goldia Gray...Nursing Home Healthcare 

Eileen Neiswinger...Serious 

Heart Problems 

to Wheelersburg so 

David could work 

with his father in con-

struction. They 

worked with Jack 

Knechtly and the First Church of Christ 

in Wheelersburg during that period.  In 

1977 after his father passed away, David 

felt the call to ministry and attended 

Kentucky Christian College. For the next 

4 years David, Ellen and their three chil-

dren Chris, Cathy and Curt lived in 

Grayson, KY . Following this spent the 

next 3yrs working with Bus Wiseman 

and the Wilmington Community Church. 

They later returned to Wheelersburg to 

help care for David's mother. Ellen's 

parents moved to Wheelersburg in the 

late 80's as well. They again worked with 

the church there as needed and in the 

mid 90's David took the asso-

ciate position. David's mother 

passed in 1993 and Ellen's 

father in 1994. In May of 2004 

David, Ellen and her mother 

moved to Medway to help 

work with the church here. 

Esther, Ellen's mother, passed 

in 2009. Their son Chris lives 

in New Carlisle and has 2 

children. Their daughter 

Cathy lives in Wincherster, Oh and has 2 

children. Their son Curt lives in Beaver-

creek and has 3 children. David still does 

some construction work and Ellen is a 

nurse. 

David and Ellen Russell came to Medway 

Christian Church in May of 2004. David is 

the Sr. Minister for MCC. Ellen’s parents 

were charter members of MCC. Ellen was 

baptized by Ron Meadows when the church 

met in the Mennonite building across Lower 

Valley Pike. Involved with the youth she also 

served as church secretary to E Arlin Bole-

jack in the late 60's.  Bolejack baptized David 

and Married David and Ellen in 1970. David 

is from Wheelersburg, Ohio in Scioto 

County. David and Ellen's families knew each 

other and fished together in the summers. 

David and Ellen were childhood sweethearts 

and after they were married they returned 

Get to Know Us! (The Russellõs) 

Prayer Requests 

Each Month 

we will feature 

an interview 

segment on 

members of 

the church, so 

you can get to 

know them. 

From page 2 



WE ARE AN ELDER LED CHURCH.  
 

Our Senior Minister 

Marion David Russell 

Cell phone 937 613 5020 

Church phone 937 849 1151 

 

Our Elders  

Louis Lindeman and Marion David Russell.  

 

Our Deacons  

Larry Duncan, Roger Thornbury & Ray Nelson  

 

Newsletter Editor 

 Doug Wedel 

 

We exist to help others discover New Life through  

Jesus Christ. We are working to reach out with the 

message of Jesus Christ to individuals, to our entire 

community both adults and young people in need. We 

welcome your participation in our Christian Endeavors. 

Also, know that we would be pleased to have you visit 

and fellowship with us. We would also be pleased to 

visit your home for discussions about God’s plan of sal-

vation, to offer additional information about our 

church family, or to encourage you and lift you up in 

prayer to our Lord. Simply visit us at one of our ser-

vices or you can call or contact us through phone or 

email us at Medwaycc@sbcglobal.net  

Medway 

Christian Church 

“Helping People Find a New Life in 

Jesus Christ” 

We are on the Web!  

www. Medwaychristianchurch.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 
 

2 

Women’s Break-
fast @ Melodee 
8:30 Take down 

decorations 

3 

Serving: 
Sp. Music: 

4 

Crystal lake Sen-
ior pot luck lunch 
Noon 

5 

 
 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Jack & Vicki Ny-
man Anniv. 

Serving: 

Sp. Music: 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Dan Smith B-day 

14 

Elderly United Pot 
Luck lunch Noon; 

Board meeting 

7PM 

15 

Church card party 
@ Nelson’s in 

Park Layne 

16 

Dave & Ellen 
Russell Anniv. 

17 

Edith Wiesenber-
ger B-day 

18 

 
 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24/31 

31 Doug Wedel 
Morn Message 
Elvis Sings/Pot 

Luck 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

Terry Bartlett 
B-day  

29 30 

Men’s Breakfast 
Studebakers New 
Carlisle 8:30 

This Monthõs Happenings 
SUN 


